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“On the first day 
of the Art Trail, I 
opened my front 
door to see what 
seemed a large 
crowd gathered 
around our front 
gate, staring up at 
the opening lines of 
Ian Drury’s ‘These 
are jewels in the 
Crown of England’. I 
learnt that they were 
on an Art Trail tour 
and the ‘Poets for 
Sale’ signs were on 
the itinerary.”

“It took me a couple 
of days to put most 
of the signs up. It’s 
a great way to meet 
your  neighbours 
and size up their 
property. I’m an 
estate agent at 
heart.”

“I went to one 
house to borrow 
a staple-gun. Left 
an hour later with 
the staple gun 
and a head full of 
the “Pythagorean 
comma” after 
an intense 
conversation with 
the owner dressed 
in a dressing gown 
and a towel around 
their head.”

“One of our guest 
poets from Forest 
Poets shared the 
‘Silly Poem’ Poets 
for Sale on the 
Poetry Society’s 
Facebook page and 
had received 130 
likes and about 90 
shares the last time 
they checked.”

“Visitor Linda Green 
said she loved 
walking along the 
streets and reading 
the poems. She felt 
moved after reading 
them.”

Most common 
comments are: 
“Brilliant Idea”, “I love 
them”, “Funny” (e.g. 
the Silly Poem by 
Spike Milligan).

“At the ‘Art on a 
Plate’ event at 
Cocomero on 
Saturday, two ladies 
said they loved the 
Poets for Sale and 
one said she almost 
cried reading them. 
They both thought it 
was brilliant.”

“Humna Mustafa a 
fellow E17 Art Trail 
exhibitor told me 
that she loved how 
we had used the 
poems and social 
media to bring the 
street together.”

“A couple on Aubrey 
Road today asked 
me if the Poets for 
Sale sign was a For 
Sale sign as well 
as a poem - we 
might have started 
something at Poets 
Corner!”

E17 Art Trail 2014 

Poets For Sale
Poets’ Corner Inhibited 
For this year’s E17 Art Trail Churchills were delighted to sponsor this popular event which 
saw poems, many witty, often thoughtful and some poignant appear on boards in front 
of 30 homes on Aubrey, Brown’s, Byron, Howard, Milton and Tower Hamlets Roads. Put 
together by local residents including artists, poets and volunteers the whole event was 
organised by the various residents’ groups covering what is known as Poets’ Corner, 
which comprises these roads lying off Hoe Street. The resulting spectacle slowed the 
progress of many a visitor as they read their way around through the streets. 

Thanks to residents Seema Rampersad and Barry Coidan for collating the quotes.
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